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The nest important landmark in connection with the
development of Old-Javanese literature is the prose translation
of the great epic Mahabharata during the reign of Dharmavamia.
The Old-Javanese translation of Adi-Parva, Virata-Parva, and
Bhlsma-Parva may be definitely ascribed to the initiative and
patronage of this king, while the Asrama-Parva, Musala-Parva,
Prasthanika-Parva, and Svargarohana-Parva are of later date,
There is also a version of Udyoga-Parva, written in very
corrupt Sanskrit, and full of lacunae. The Virata-Parva was
composed in 996 AJD., just ten years before Java was overtaken
by the great catastrophe which destroyed both Dharmavamsa
and his kingdom.

The Old-Javanese translations closely follow the original
epic, but are more condensed. Their style is very primitive
and lacks literary merit Their importance, however, cannot
be over-estimated, as they made the Great Epic popular in
Java and supplied themes for numerous literary works which
exhibit merits of a very high order.1

The Old-Javanese RamSyana was edited by Kern (1900). It is being
translated by Juynboll in parts (Translation of Sarga XXIII appearing in
B.K.I., Vol 92 (1934).

i. There is an extensive literature on the Javanese Mahabharata.
Juynboll has edited the Adi-(igo6) and Virata-Parvas (1912), and
translated, in Dutch, three other Parvas, viz., Asramavasika, Mausala
and Maha-Prasthanika Parvas (Drie Boeken van het oud-javaansche
Mahabharata, Leiden, 1893), The portion of the Bhismaparva,
corresponding to Bhagavadgita, has been translated and commented
upon by J Gonda ( T.B.G., 1935, pp. 36 ff.) who will shortly publish
an edition of the Bhismaparva-text. For Udyoga-Parva cf. B.K.I.,
Vol, 69, pp. 219-296. For a discussion of the relation of Old-Javanese
Mahabharata to the different Indian versions of the epic cf. T.B.G.,
Vol, 49 (1901), pp. 289-357- For further information cf.

(i) B.K.I,, vol. 71, pp. 563-64. (ii) Sarkar-Literature, Chaps, XI-XII.
(iii) Levi-Texts, pp. xxxii ff, (iv) Mahabharata published by the
Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute, Adi-Parva, pp. xxv-xxvi,
App. II. Virata-Parva, pp, xi-xv, App. II. (v) Verslag van het
Zevende Congres van het Oostersch Genootschap in Nederland,
1933, P. 29-